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Part 1

Part 1: Exercise 1

The leaflet below is directed at the parents of young learners. Read the leaflet, and then answer the
questions on the opposite page.

0510/1 Nov00

LOOKING AHEAD

A good standard of English is expected of most people wishing to follow a professional career. At
the Language Centre we provide the expert, qualified teaching that your child will need if he/she is
to have a successful future.

COURSES

Name of course: Age:

Very Young learners 6–8
Young Learners 9–12
Teenagers 13–16

WHAT YOUR CHILD WILL DO IN CLASS

All our courses provide a balance of activities designed to develop the skills of reading, writing,
speaking and listening. These skills are practised in group and pair work, discussion, role-play,
projects and language games. We also use state-of-the-art computers, CD-Roms and the Internet.

OUTSIDE CLASS

The Language Centre has recently opened a Study Centre where students can work alone outside
class time, using English language books, audio and video cassettes and readers.

HOMEWORK

Students are expected to complete one piece of homework per week.

THE LIBRARY

We have a library which students are encouraged to join. Members may borrow a variety of books,
graded readers, audio and video cassettes, as well as using CD-Roms and the Internet.

HOW YOU CAN HELP

The Language Centre encourages parents to take an active interest in their child’s learning. Please
contact us by telephone if you wish to speak to the teacher. An appointment will be arranged.

Aa Bb Cc Dd
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(a) What is required of most people wishing to follow a professional career?

.............................................................................................................................................[1]

(b) How many courses does the Language Centre run?

.............................................................................................................................................[1]

(c) What three very modern educational aids are used?

.............................................................................................................................................[1]

(d) How do students work in the Study Centre?

.............................................................................................................................................[1]

(e) Before borrowing cassettes, what must a student do?

.............................................................................................................................................[1]

[Total : 5]
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Part 1: Exercise 2

Read the following information about ‘British Week’ in Qatar, and then answer the questions on the
opposite page.

FAST FORWARD TO
BRITISH WEEK

The Forthcoming British Week in
Qatar (ending 23 April) offers something
for everyone. For sports enthusiasts, the
British Bank is bringing in a Formula One
racing car from the Jaguar Grand Prix
Team. It will be on display daily at The
Mall from 9am–10pm. The Football
Association’s exhibition ‘England 2006’
(England’s bid to host the World Cup in
that year) will be on display at various
locations around town.

Britain’s Minister for Sport will be in
town, as well as famed British footballer
Bobby Charlton. With teams chosen from
people who live in Qatar, there will be a
traditional England vs Scotland soccer
match at Al Sadd sports club on April 23,
a UK-Qatar golf competition at the Doha
Golf Club on April 17, and a UK vs Rest
of the World rugby match the same day at
the Doha Rugby Club.

There are several other events too. A
large bank has organised an art
competition for schools in the country;
the ‘UK style’ exhibition (again at The
Mall) highlights modern British fashion
and design, and another bank in Qatar is
sponsoring film shows at the Gulf
Cinema. There will be free showings of
three highly successful British films. For
information and tickets, call Kaval or
Nisreen at CBQ on Tel: 490347 or
490122.

Other events include exhibits, British
food nights at hotels and a British Fair on
21 April with plenty of fun, games and
prizes for the kids. COMET, the British
Committee for Middle East Trade, will
host a business delegation; the Northern
Offshore Trade Mission visits on April
20. The British Council’s annual
Education Fair will be held just after
British Week, on 26 and 27 April.

0510/1 Nov00
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(a) What is special about the car that the British Bank is displaying in the Mall?

..............................................................................................................................................[1]

(b) Which famous English sportsman will be in Qatar during the week?

..............................................................................................................................................[1]

(c) What event is being staged to encourage schoolchildren to take part in British Week?

..............................................................................................................................................[1]

(d) How are the film shows being paid for?

..............................................................................................................................................[1]

(e) What event is held following British Week?

..............................................................................................................................................[1]

[Total : 5]
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EYE-OPENING EXPERIENCE

It’s been months since the London International Youth Science Forum but
memories of new friends, shared confidences and experiences linger with

secondary school student YEOH LIU YI.
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Part 1: Exercise 3

The passage below is by a student from Malaysia who visited London to attend a special science
course. Read it carefully, and then answer the questions on the opposite page.

0510/1 Nov00

Iremember the night Hafizzul (the other
Malaysian participant) and I left for
London. We were both very nervous.

Imagine, at 17, being away from home for
three whole weeks!

The 13-hour flight landed at Heathrow
Airport at 6am. It was pretty cold at 17
degrees Celsius. On the bus to Russell Square
we caught our first glimpses of London. It was
very different from anything I had seen
before. We later checked into a university
residence, International Hall, where Hafizzul
and I stayed with other participants from all
over the world.

The opening ceremony of the forum was a
very grand event. All 300 participants
gathered at the Engineering Faculty. Just
imagine: 300 people from all over the world,
gathered in London … the awesome mix of
culture, beliefs, customs and practices. As
George McGowen, the forum director, says,
the event gives participants the opportunity to
meet other science students from other
countries and to live in a truly international
community.

For two weeks we had the privilege of a
first hand look at the applications of science in
industry and scientific research. There were
also lectures from some 30 scientists from
over 10 countries.

One of the many things I learnt in London
was independence – no one was there to take
us to the lectures, we had to find our way
there. There were no curfews, no rules, you
didn’t even have to attend lectures if you
didn’t want to! So it all boiled down to being
disciplined and responsible.

The best lectures and demonstrations were
on chemistry: there would always be bright
explosions, colourful liquids and loud bangs!
Lectures were presented in an inter-active
manner, making them all the more interesting.

There were many field trips. We spent
whole days in Cambridge and Oxford, two of
the most prestigious universities in the world.
In contrast to the crowds and bustle of
London, the university towns are serene, with
large fields and old trees. There are rivers
flowing through them, old stone bridges … a
perfect learning environment.

As lectures usually ended at 5pm and dinner
was served at 6pm we had no choice but to
spend our nights out exploring London! I
guess what I miss most about the trip is not the
London scenes or the lectures, but the new
friends I met, and the late, late nights in the
coffee room, talking and laughing into the
small hours of the morning.
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(a) Where were the students staying in London?

..............................................................................................................................................[1]

(b) As well as attending lectures, how did the students increase their knowledge?

(i) ..........................................................................................................................................[1]

(ii) .........................................................................................................................................[1]

(c) What made the lectures interesting?

..............................................................................................................................................[1]

(d) Why did the students spend their evenings exploring London?

..............................................................................................................................................[1]

[Total : 5]
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Part 2

Part 2: Exercise 1

Read the passage and chart below, and then answer the questions opposite.

0510/1 Nov00

PROPOSAL TO INCREASE
TOLLS ONLY ONCE IN FIVE
YEARS

KUALA LUMPUR, Wed. –

In Malaysia, as in many other parts of the
world, motorists have to pay tolls to use
roads. The Government is still re-
negotiating with PLUS, an organisation
responsible for setting the level of road tolls,
to allow a toll increase only once every five
years instead of the agreed annual increase.
The Works Minister said PLUS was in
agreement with the new proposals.
According to a government study, if the
increase is made in this way, overall it
would be less than if there is an annual
increase. The overall increase will be 28 per
cent compared with 36 per cent if the review
is conducted annually.
Under the new proposals, the Works
Minister said, the final toll increase would
be in 2016, by which time the roads would
have been paid for, but the Government
might extend the payment period for a
further two years so that the increases in
tolls could be lower.
He said that the lower toll rates would
especially benefit motorists travelling the
848 km North-South Expressway.
Under the existing agreement PLUS is
allowed to make increases in tolls each year
and so a new agreement will have to be
signed. The Government knows that when
this happens it will have to pay
compensation to PLUS, but the public has
been complaining very much about the tolls
and so the Government considers that it will
be worth it to try and keep everyone happy.
The compensation to PLUS will be RM87
million.

PLUS is only one of the companies
operating the roads. There are in fact five
different companies altogether, and similar
arrangements will have to be negotiated
with each of them. The Government is
confident that there will be no problems and
it is planned that all the new rates will come
in on 1 March.

NEW TOLL RATES
(Effective March 1)

NORTH-SOUTH EXPRESSWAY &
NORTH-SOUTH CENTRAL LINK

SHAH ALAM EXPRESSWAY

Close-Toll System

Open-Toll System

KULIM—BUTTERWORTH EXPRESSWAY
Open-Toll System

Kubang Semang toll plaza

Cars                    11.24 sen per km

Vans                     16.85 sen per km
Lorries                 22.47 sen per km

Taxis                     5.62 sen per km
Buses                    8.43 sen per km

Cars                      RM1.20

Vans                    RM1.80
Lorries                 RM2.40

Taxis                    60 sen

Cars /Buses         RM1.10

Vans                     RM2.20
Lorries                   RM3.30

Taxis                   55 sen

Lunas toll plaza

Cars /Buses         RM1.00

Vans                     RM2.00
Lorries                   RM3.00

Taxis                   50 sen

Buses                  90 sen



9

(a) Under the original agreement, how often was PLUS allowed to increase road tolls?

..............................................................................................................................................[1]

(b) Give two reasons why the Government wants to change the arrangement.

(i) ..........................................................................................................................................[1]

(ii) .........................................................................................................................................[1]

(c) Why can toll increases finally come to an end in 2016?

..............................................................................................................................................[1]

(d) Different tolls are charged for each category of vehicle. How many categories are there?

..............................................................................................................................................[1]

(e) Why must the Government pay compensation to the toll companies?

..............................................................................................................................................[1]

[Total : 6]

0510/1 Nov00 [Turn over
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Part 2: Exercise 2

Read the following article about the effects of El Nino on sea lions, and then summarise on the
opposite page what the passage has to say about:

● the effects of El Nino
● the work of the Sea Lion Marine Mammal Centre.

Your summary should be about 100 words long and you should use your own words as far as
possible.

0510/1 Nov00

SEA LIONS SEEK REFUGE FROM EL NINO

In a normal winter, this is the slow season for
the Friends of the Sea Lion Marine Mammal
Centre at Laguna Beach, California – a time to
prepare for the busy weeks of spring and
summer, when the bulk of the youngest of the
sad-eyed creatures come ashore in need of
nurturing, food and rest. But this is an El Nino
winter and it seems nothing is as it should be,
on land or at sea.

Around this time last year, the Centre had
seven sea lions to care for and eventually
release. Today there are 73, most of them
weak and underweight young pups that have
been beached and battered by the storms of El
Nino.

Filled to capacity, the Centre stopped taking
in new sea lions on Feb 4 and eventually
closed its gift shop because it needed the
space for its overflowing population. The
Centre’s office has been converted into a
special care unit, housing 13 of the smallest
and weakest pups. To answer the telephone,
the staff members sometimes have to push a
sea lion off it first!

Often when the sea lions come in they have
to be wrapped in blankets because they are
cold and skinny. Once they begin recovering,
they can be moved into the pools.

El Nino, the huge body of warm water in the
Pacific that has altered weather conditions

around the world, has harmed the sea lions
and their cousins in several different ways. It
has made the winds and the waves worse, the
ocean currents stronger. And the waters off
California are five degrees warmer than
normal, so much of the fish population that the
sea lions rely on has left the area in search of
colder waters.

To feed their pups, the mothers have had to
spend more time and energy searching for
food. In a normal year about 1500 seals and
sea lions end up on the beaches of California.
This year the prediction is for at least twice that
number.

But last Sunday, El Nino did not seem so big
and bad. Last Sunday was a release day. The
Centre released four pups back into the ocean,
including the first two taken in during this long
season of storms. The Centre’s staff and
volunteers loaded the sea lions into pet
carriers and drove them to a beach a little
farther away than normal. The beach that the
Centre usually uses to release the animals is
under water, another victim of El Nino.

The cages were carried across the sand by
about a hundred beachgoers and put down a
few yards from the roaring surf. As the young
sea lions disappeared under a big wave and
bobbed up again a few moments later,
everyone cheered them from the beach.
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Part 2: Exercise 3

Lameka Iyambo is 15 and lives in Mariental, at 43 Fredericks Road. He first started playing the guitar
when he was 5, and has reached a good standard. His guitar teacher, Laurent Madisia, is one of the
leading guitar players in Namibia.

Lameka is very keen to become a professional musician and hopes to study in Europe when he is 18.
Until then he wants to take every opportunity he can to play in public to improve his confidence.

His aunt works at the Dunes Hotel, Beach Road, Swakopmund and has her own small flat at the hotel.
Lameka is very fond of his aunt and he always visits her when he visits Swakopmund.

Lameka has seen this notice:

Imagine you are Lameka. Using the information above, complete the form on the opposite page.

0510/1 Nov00

SWAKOPMUND MUSIC WEEK

Rehearsals are planned as follows:
Instrumentalists: 9h00 –12h00 and 16h00 –21h30 daily
Choir: 19h30 –21h30 every evening.

Entrance fee: Instrumentalists N$50, Singers N$25.

The music week is being organised by the Youth Committee of Swakopmund.

For more information please contact Tel. 064-40 26635 (from 9h00 – 12h00).



SWAKOPMUND MUSIC WEEK APPLICATION FORM

Personal Details (complete in Block Capitals)

Name: ......................................................................................................................................

Home Address: ........................................................................................................................

..................................................................................................................................................

Section applied for (tick (✔) one): Instrumental ■■
Singer ■■

If instrumental, please complete the following:

Instrument ..................................................................

Number of years’ experience .....................................

Name of teacher .........................................................

All applicants must complete the following:

Do you wish the Youth Committee to arrange accommodation?

YES / NO (delete as appropriate)

If you do not want accommodation to be booked for you, write
the address where you will be staying.

.....................................................................................

.....................................................................................

In one sentence explain why you want to take part in the Swakopmund Music Week.

..................................................................................................................................................

..................................................................................................................................................

Entrance fee enclosed (amount) : N$ .....................

Signed ......................................................................................................................................

13
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Part 3

Part 3: Exercise 1

You have just won first prize in a competition!

The prize is a two-week holiday to anywhere you choose in the world, for you and a friend.

Write a letter to a friend, in which you:

● explain what has happened, and why you are excited

● explain why you want to go to the place you have chosen

● invite your friend to come with you, saying why you think he/she would enjoy the holiday.

Your letter should be about 100 words long.

0510/1 Nov00
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Dear  ........................................

.........................................................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................................................

.....................................................................................................................................................[9]
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Part 3: Exercise 2

Your school or college was recently visited by a world famous sports star.

He/she spent part of the day coaching some of your sports teams.

He/she then gave a talk to all the students, about how exciting it is to take part in sport, the importance
of training, the importance of honesty, and the importance of sport to society.

Write an article for your school/college magazine reporting on the visit of the sports star.

Your article should be about 150 words long.

0510/1 Nov00
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...................................................................................................................................................[12]
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